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Benzimidazoles and their derivatives show anti-oxidant (Kuş et al., 2004) , antifungal (Preston, 1974) and anthelminthic (Hazelton et al., 1995) properties and have applications in pharmacy and agriculture (Malek et al., 2006) . They can also be used as epoxy resin curing agents, catalysts, metallic surface treatment agents (Li et al., 2003; Abboud et al., 2006) or as ionic liquids (Li et al., 2011; Chen et al., 2008) . For the importance of transition metals ions in biological processes, see: Kaim & Schwederski (1994) . For bond lengths of delocalized systems, see: Ennajih et al. (2009 
S2. Refinement
H atoms were localized from difference maps but were modelled in calculated positions and treated as riding on their parent atom with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), C-H = 0.97 Å (methylene) with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C aromatic or C methylene ).
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Figure 1
The molecular structures of the entities in the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level; H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radius. Non-labelled atoms are generated by symmetry code 2 − x, y, 3/2 − z for the cation and by symmetry code 2 − x, y, 1/2 − z for the anion. The crystal packing of the title compound viewed down [001] (chain direction).
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